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Short Synopsis 
 

Paul, a troubled veteran, is given a special prescription that opens a door to a world of sex, 

murder, and revenge. Full of black comedy and violent twists, RONDO follows the young vet as 

he descends into bizarre criminal enterprises in the high-rises of Denver, Colorado.  

 

There’s only one rule in Rondo: “stay on the plastic” and Paul’s about to break it.  

 

In the tradition of Alfred Hitchcock’s Psycho and Brian De Palma’s Body Double, Drew 

Barnhardt's RONDO is a sexy, funny, and distinctly modern update to the suspense thriller. 

 

 

Long Synopsis 
 

Neurotic war vet Paul (Luke Sorge) is having a difficult time dealing with just about anything. 

Increasingly concerned sister Jill (Brenna Otts) hits her breaking point and insists he sees a 

therapist. Said therapist feels it’s important for Paul to meet new people and all, but forces him to 

go to a special party, jotting down an address and the secret password that will get him through 

the door: “Rondo”. Doors do indeed open, and before he knows what’s happening, Paul finds 

himself plunged into a bizarre criminal underworld of deviancy and blood. All the plastic in the 

world won’t be enough to contain what’s coming as he becomes the proverbial Man Who Knew 

Too Much and an absolutely insaaaaaane chain of sinister events slams into gear. Did we 

mention that this is a comedy? Sort of? 

 

Straight outta Colorado, this exuberantly seedy, obsessively well-directed lo-fi exercise in bad 

taste is a toxic breath of fresh(ly corrupted) air. Funny in the darkest ways, full of violent twists 

and loaded with genuinely uncomfortable moments (you’ve been warned!), RONDO is a gonzo 

comedy/suspense deep-dive into sleaze that will rattle all cages. Writer/director Drew Barnhardt 

(whose morbidly hilarious short HERBIE! stunned Fantasia audiences back in 2004) has really 

outdone himself here with a film that’s oddly reminiscent of CRIMEWAVE-era John Paizs by 

way of DePalma and a lot of the filmmaker’s own twisted nuttiness. Important to note, Barnhardt 

also cites Peckinpah and Pornhub as influences. Miles away from anything remotely resembling 

a safe space, RONDO is a squirm-inducing, one-of-a-kind exploitation oddity that fires all 

chambers hard in your face. You will never unsee it. 
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Interview with Director Drew Barnhardt 
 

Q: Rondo succeeds in combining the suspense of a thriller with comic elements - how did 

you work to achieve this delicate balance in the script and the finished film?  

A: I wanted Rondo to be a fun, twisted movie that folks talk about after they see it. And I wanted 

it to be aggressively cinema-literate. For better and for worse, Rondo is definitely "me." (my 

bad). It was also shot on location in my hometown of Denver, Colorado.  

Rondo is a product of a few elements: My own frustration with the struggles to get other movies 

made. My personal shame at compromising myself in that process. And my desire to implement 

all my crazy disparate filmic influences into something that was all my own.  

I consider this my four quadrant flick: 1) Bunuel 2) De Palma 3) Peckinpah 4) Pornhub. And 

then Kubrick, Verhoeven and Hitchcock snuck in there as well.  

We all hate to get up early. So, for me, to get up at the crack of dawn to take on a task as difficult 

as making a movie, I feel that task better mean something to me and better be something that I 

care about.  

Rondo... I got up early to make this movie. And I think it's the folks who stay up late that are 

going to like watching it.  

 

Q: Can you explain the significance of the title for Rondo?  

A: Number one... As you see in the movie, "Rondo" is used as the password that gains our 

protagonist admittance into the messed up situation that lands him in this dangerous/kinky 

underworld scenario that informs everything to come.  

Number two... As you can tell by watching the flick, Hitchcock is a major inspiration and 

influence of mine and, yes, that extends to titles. I love the mysterious simplicity of his one word 

titles, whether it be Vertigo, Psycho, Frenzy, Notorious, Spellbound, Topaz, Suspicion, Rope and 

so on. I thought that Rondo had that mysterious Hitchcock ring to it.  

Number three... Max Ophuls' La Ronde. I like Max Ophuls.  

Number four... The musical term 'Rondo.' Ryan (composer) and I had plenty of talks about this 

form, but rather than butchering his words, I'll go straight to Wikipedia: in rondo form, a 

principal theme alternates with one or more contrasting themes, generally called "episodes", but 

also occasionally referred to as "digressions" or "couplets". This seemed to apply at the writing 

stage to the structure of this movie.  

Number five... I'm a basketball fan and I enjoy Rajon Rondo. Seemed like a good password for 

our criminals.  

Number Six... Fidelio was taken.  

Last, but not least, Number seven... "Rondo" is a fun word to say. 
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Interview with Producer Guy Clark 
 

Q: What was the inspiration for the film? 

A: Attending film festivals and by just being huge movie fans, Drew and I were eager to make a 

film that aimed to entertain late-night audiences.  

We were also interested in making a film that spoke to our love for classic Hitchcock and De 

Palma thrillers, but updated with Drew's own modern sensibilities. Because we would not have a 

big movie star in the film, we put all our efforts into making a film that people will love for its 

suspense and stylistic choices. Rondo isn't for everyone, but if you're looking for a film that 

mixes humor, graphic violence, nudity, and the formal visual style of a Hitchockian thriller, then 

Rondo is the perfect movie for you.  

Rondo is the type of movie people discover and share with their friends late on a Friday night. 

We hope people relish the unusual tone and twisted humor. We didn't want predictable plotting. 

We wanted the other thing.  

 

Q: How did the film get made? 

A: We had been frustrated with efforts to get productions going through the traditional 

Hollywood channels. We had been roommates in college and had each grown up making no-

budget movies in our backyards. Rondo was a chance to get back to that purity of filmmaking 

while capitalizing on lessons learned from our more professional ventures. Certainly we had to 

make compromises for budgetary and technical reasons, as one does on any production, but 

creatively we did not have anybody over our shoulder.  

 

Q: What influenced your approach to the production? 

A: Drew and I had noticed a trend in independent films that depended on lazy handheld camera 

techniques and nonsensical fast-cutting as a replacement for good visual storytelling.  

The visual grammar of the Rondo is thought out to elicit specific responses from the audience. 

Rondo was not discovered in the editing room. Every element was carefully planned and 

considered through the entire production process.  

 

Q: How long did it take to shoot? 

A: The film was shot over 18 days with a small crew of Colorado professionals. It was an 

ambitious schedule, but Drew had done a detailed shot list for every setup, so there was never a 

question of what was needed. Cinematographer John Bourbonais brought with him an amazingly 

tight-knit crew that delivered every day. 
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Q: What was the most difficult scene to shoot? 

The climax was the most challenging, because it required several company moves, much of the 

cast to be present, a transition from day to night shooting, as well as expensive practical effects. 

We spent the first fifteen days of production shooting eighty-three pages of the script. During the 

last three days of production we shot a page a day. Up until the last moment, it wasn’t clear if we 

were going to be able to pull it off. We had lost our key location, an effects house had blown us 

off in favor of working on a Fast & Furious movie, and some of the cast had to leave a day 

earlier than planned. Fortunately it all came together in the end.  

 

Q: What is your favorite scene in the film? 

The most satisfying sequence to film was the scene on the balcony in the third act that involves 

an intricate camera zoom from characters on the twelfth floor of a high-rise to a character on an 

eighth floor terrace, and then finally to a character down on the street below. The shot required 

careful coordination between all the actors and crew to pull it off, and it’s a great moment of 

suspense and humor for the audience when it plays out in the film.  

 

Q: Who composed the score? 

Ryan Franks wrote the music with Scott Nickoley. Ryan is also from Denver and went to high 

school with Drew. They have been collaborating on projects for many years. Often when it 

comes time for the music to be written for an independent film, the producers have run out of 

time or money and the score suffers. We knew the music would be integral to Rondo, and that 

we could not compromise. Ryan and Drew spent over a year working on the score until every 

note was perfect.  

 

Q: Where was it shot? 

The film was shot on location in Denver, Colorado. Extensive filming took place in the 

Washington Park neighborhood as well as lower downtown. The script was written specifically 

for locations that were available to the production. As the script was being written, we would 

walk the locations and discuss camera shots. The main house in the film is Drew's childhood 

home. The high-rise condo was lent to us by one of our producers along with the therapist’s 

office. We were particularly fortuitous with some of the exteriors that were shot guerilla-style. A 

perfectly timed plane passed overhead for one such shot near the high-rise.  
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Q: What was it shot on? 

A: When talking with would-be filmmakers, this always seems to be a common question. Much 

like the type of knives a chef uses, the camera a filmmaker employs does not ensure quality. 

However, I am pleased to report we used the Ettinauer 226XL. Made in Holland. Only six of 

these cameras were ever made. Only five of them ever worked. We had one of them.  

 

Q: Who's in it? 

For two of the leads, we called upon two actors we had worked with in the past. Reggie De 

Morton and Gena Shaw both starred in Drew’s short Herbie! Reggie has a wonderful dry 

comedic style that fit the character of Lurdell. And Gena Shaw is just damn funny. Gena really 

brought the therapist character to life.  

Brenna Otts and Luke Sorge were both cast locally in Colorado. We were nervous that some of 

the extremely frank sexual talk in the script might scare away talent, but the actors immediately 

understood the humor and sunk their teeth into the material.  

You can find the entire cast and crew list on our IMDB page.  

 

Q: What's the running time? 

A lean 88 minutes or one half of an Interstellar.  

 

Statement from Composers Ryan Franks & Scott Nickoley 

The score to Rondo is centered around a couple of themes that were influenced by Alexandre 

Desplat’s scores to Polanski movies like Ghost Writer and especially Venus in Furs, but we 

chose to have the chord progressions and melodies be consistent and then jump around through a 

lot of different genres. There are bits and pieces of Pino Donaggio and John Carpenter, Cliff 

Martinez and Jon Hopkins. There’s even a little nod to the use of Handel in Barry Lyndon. It’s 

always such a blast to work on something like this where, for one thing, the director is a close 

friend and also a total addict of old film scores and great music in general. As a result, the ideas 

he has for the score pull from a lot of different places. Also, after knowing and working with 

Drew for a long time now, he trusts us and trusts that he can write in visual sequences and rely 

on the music to push the energy where necessary. He comes to the table with a ton of ideas for 

sound, tone, genre, etc… but then leaves the floor pretty open for us take those ideas and run 

with them. That kind of communication is a luxury and makes the process a ton of fun. 
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Cast Bios 
 

 
LUKE SORGE – “Paul” 

Luke Sorge is a Denver-based actor and writer. Other film 

credits include IRIS (Fantasia 2015), PHASE ME UP, 

PHANTOM LIMB, EAT, and INCUBATOR (Fantasia 2011) - 

all by Colorado directors. He is also a member of the Boulder 

Ensemble Theater Company and has appeared in many local 

theatrical productions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRENNA OTTS - “Jill”  

Brenna Otts was born in Fairfax, Virginia and grew up in the 

small mountain town of Cedaredge, Colorado. She was active 

in theatre throughout her life and, after being scouted by Ford 

Models at age 17, attended Colorado State University to study 

acting. While she was getting her degree, Brenna began 

modeling and acting in Denver, eventually landing the lead in 

her first film, Rondo. After graduating a year early, Brenna 

moved to Los Angeles and has since worked on shows such as 

“Westworld,” “S.W.A.T.,” and “Scandal.” 
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KETRICK “JAZZ” COPELAND – “Deshawn” 

Ketrick “Jazz” Copeland was born and raised in Senatobia, 

Mississippi, a small town just 30 miles South of Memphis, 

Tennessee. He attended Rust College in Holly Springs, MS where 

he received his BA in Television Productions. Ketrick played 

basketball at Rust for 4 years and earned numerous awards 

including the Kenzell Lawson Sports Award. He became a 

professional show basketball entertainer after college and had a 

successful 7-year run. Not long after he went into retirement, he 

felt that there was something missing.  Copeland was sure that his 

athletic career had run its course but the passion and love to 

perform never left.  This led him to re-discover his passion for entertainment. 

Ketrick has worked both in front of and behind the scenes within the top markets in the industry, 

including but not limited to: Colorado, New Mexico, New Orleans, Atlanta, Oklahoma and 

Mississippi.  He’s worked as an Actor, Producer, Videographer, Director, Writer and Editor for 

several major television and film markets. In fact, Copeland regularly notes that the key to 

success is to work in other markets in order to get the exposure and make your game competitive 

everywhere. Copeland’s most notable films include; RYDE, RONDO, SPIRIT OF LOVE, BIG 

MIKE, BRICK’S GAMBIT and the Sci-Fi television series INNER DIMENSION.  Ketrick 

stated that the most exciting part of his career was when he landed the supporting role of Byron 

Lowe in the Netflix original film called AMATEUR also earning him an opportunity to work 

with well-known actors like Brian White, Michael Rainey Jr. and Josh Charles.  After finishing 

the production of AMATEUR, Copeland flew to New Orleans where he worked on the award-

winning film CREATED EQUAL directed by veteran actor/director Bill Duke starring Lou 

Diamond Phillips, Aaron Tveit, Edy Ganem, Yohance Myles and Gregory Alan Williams. 
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Crew Bios 
 
DREW BARNHARDT - Writer/Director 

Drew Barnhardt grew up in Denver, Colorado. His short film 

HERBIE! played festivals and won five Best Short Film 

Awards. He also wrote and directed the horror film MURDER 

LOVES KILLERS TOO which Fangoria magazine called "an 

imaginative piece that crackles with energy and wit." 

 

 

 

 

 

GUY CLARK - Producer 

Guy Clark created the hit web series “Midwest Teen Sex Show” 

which the Wall Street Journal described as “frank, funny, and 

controversial.” He later developed the series into a television 

pilot for Comedy Central. He previously worked with Mr. 

Barnhardt on MURDER LOVES KILLERS TOO. 

 

 

 

 

 

RYAN FRANKS & SCOTT NICKOLEY - Composers 

Ryan Franks and Scott Nickoley are composers and producers in 

Los Angeles. Meeting in High School in Colorado, they’ve been 

working together in LA since 2005. Ryan is a woodwind player, 

Scott, brass. They shuffle around on a bunch of different 

instruments and make a fair amount of distorted noise as well. 

They have worked on a lot of filthy animation including the 

scores for “Southpark” and “Trip Tank” for Comedy Central as 

well as movies like RONDO, HELL & BACK, and AUSTIN 

FOUND.    



RONDO Fantasia International Film Festival 2018 Press Kit 

End Credits 

RONDO 

 

FULL END CREDITS 

 

WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY DREW BARNHARDT 

 

PRODUCED BY GUY CLARK 

 

PRODUCERS COREY ARNOLD  EILEEN BARNHARDT 

 

THE CAST 

 

JILL… BRENNA OTTS 

PAUL… LUKE SORGE 

CASSIE… GENA SHAW 

LURDELL… REGGIE DeMORTON 

 

DeSHAWN… KETRICK “JAZZ” COPELAND 

TYRUS… JOSEPH M. VEALS 

MR. TIM… KEVIN SEAN RYAN 

BOONE… GRANT BENJAMIN 

SAM… MICHAEL VASICEK 

MRS. TIM… IVA NORA 

 

THE THERAPIST… MEEGAN BEISSNER KIEFEL 

DRUNK PARTY GIRL… ASHLEY GAGNON 

GREGORY… G.C. CLARK 

DETECTIVE BOYD… DAVE BARNHARDT 

BASSET HOUND DOG… FRED 

NARRATOR… STEVE VAN BECKUM 

 

THE CREW 

 

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY… JOHN BOURBONAIS 

FIRST ASSISTANT CAMERA… DOUGLAS O’KANE 

SOUND/GRIP… TY KLOCKE 

GRIP/SECOND CAMERA… JIM FENCZIK 

GRIP… NICHOLAS HUREAU 

 

THE MUSIC 

RYAN FRANKS 

SCOTT NICKOLEY 

 

“IT’S A CRIME” 
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WRITTEN AND COMPOSED BY 

DREW BARNHARDT, RYAN FRANKS, SCOTT NICKOLEY & LAURE ZAEHRINGER 

PERFORMED BY LAURE Z 

PUBLISHED BY UIM PYRE, BRUNELLO MUSIC 

COURTESY OF PENDULUM MUSIC 

 

“THIS IS MY VIOLENCE” 

WRITTEN, COMPOSED & PRODUCED BY RYAN FRANKS & SCOTT NICKOLEY 

PERFORMED BY @NON4MOO53 

PUBLISHED BY UIM PYRE, BRUNELLO MUSIC 

COURTESY OF ANONYMOOSE 

 

THE PYROTECHNIC EFFECTS 

JOE CORNELL 

JOSH FOSTER 

RICHARD L. HILL 

(SYNAPSE FILMS INC.) 

 

FIREARMS 

JIM MILLIGAN 

 

SPECIAL EFFECTS, HAIR/MAKE-UP 

MIDIAN CROSBY 

 

ADDITIONAL HAIR/MAKE-UP 

JENN SUTHERLAND 

 

PROSTHETIC EFFECTS 

JASON CAIN 

TONY WASH 

(SCOTCHWORTHY PRODUCTIONS) 

 

SOUND DESIGN 

RYAN FRANKS 

SCOTT NICKOLEY 

 

RE-RECORDING MIXERS 

SCOTT A. JENNINGS 

SCOTT NICKOLEY 

 

DIGITAL INTERMEDIATE/COLOR 

PROVIDED BY NEPTUNE POST 

 

COLORIST 

PERSEPHANIE ENGEL 
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DI COORDINATOR 

LEANNE DU FRESNE 

 

PRODUCTION ASSISTANTS 

ALIXANDRA FEELEY 

SAMANTHA MERTEN 

 

CATERING 

AMY KINER 

STEVE KINER 

(APPETITES CATERING) 

 

SPECIAL THANKS 

DAVE BARNHARDT 

ANNE CLARK 

SARA FIGGE 

JOE FISHER 

JAMES P. HECHT 

E.L. KATZ 

GINA MARCON 

STEPHEN ROMANO 

BROOKE SPEEGLE 

 

 

  


